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practical and modern, and as possible of adjust-
ment with modern thought.

Although, as we have shown, a vein of agnos-
ticism and scepticism runs through much of
the student life of Japan, we are liable in the
West to interpret it in terms of our own concep-
tions. It is commonly said, for instance, that
the vast majority of university students in Japan
are atheists or agnostics. They are not such in
the Western and exact sense of those terms.
Doubt and indifference would rather characterize
the attitude of the majority of students. Down
below all this doubt or indifference there lies
the human heart, always great, always sus-
ceptible, with a moral conscience and religious
capacity, always made for God and restless
without Him. One who perhaps better than
any other knows the students of the Imperial
University of Tokyo has made the following
estimate of their religious attitude : Confucian-
ists 100, Christians 250, Shintoists 500, Buddhists
700, Sceptical and Agnostic 300, Indifferent to
religion 3150. This last class, which is so
largely in the majority, is often designated as
atheistic or agnostic, yet these men will attend
religious meetings, and listen with deep interest
and earnestness, and are capable of being reached
by the right men. A Christian speaker from
the West would receive a larger and more earnest